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   Today's edition continues with what action the legislature and the Governor took on the bills covered in Eye on the Legislature during the 2015 legislative session.
   House Bill 15-1128 was postponed indefinitely on February 13th. The bill, if passed and enacted, would have required all abortion clinics to be licensed by the department of public health and environment, as well as imposition of numerous requirements regarding an abortion clinic's physical facilities, including employing a doctor with admitting privileges at a hospital within the state within 30 miles of the clinic, procedures and followup.
   Senate Bill 15-130 would have provided a state bailout for those property owners and tax credit buyers caught up in the conservation easement scandal. Proponents sought an income tax credit for good-faith loss incurred by taxpayers who purchased and claimed transferable conservation easement income tax credits prior to January 1, 2014 that were later denied by the Department of Revenue. The bill was postponed indefinitely on February 11th.
   Senate Bill 15-077 would have created a “Parents Bill of Rights,” setting forth specific rights of parents in regard to the education, physical and mental health of their children, but was postponed indefinitely on March 18th.
   Senate Bill 15-182 was signed by the Governor on May 1st, and provides that the Department of Correction (DOC) can “transfer offenders ages 24 or younger in the custody of the DOC into or out of the Youth Offender System. Current law provides that an offender must have been under the age of 19 years of age at the time of committing a crime and under the age of 21 at the time of sentencing to qualify for placement within a Youth Offender System operated by the DOC.
   House Bill 15-1074, signed by the Governor on April 8th, prohibits a judgment against a board of county commissioners arising solely from an act of the board from being enforced against an individual member of the board (while acting within its formal authority).  
   House Bill 15-1068 was postponed indefinitely on January 29th, and would have created a metric to clarify that impeding traffic means to impede the flow of traffic when a driver is traveling at least five miles per hour below the speed limit and is ahead of at least four vehicles on any roadway. Under current law, drivers may not impede the flow of traffic on any highway, except when a reduced speed is necessary for safety purposes.
   Senate Bill 15-005, signed by the Governor on April 16th, “requires that a defendant in a first degree assault case undergo testing for communicable diseases if his or her bodily fluids come in contact with an assault victim, peace officer, firefighter, emergency medical care provider or emergency medical service provider.”
   Senate Bill 15-126 picks up where SB 005 leaves off and provides for the same testing in second and third degree assault cases. SB 126 was also signed by the Governor on April 16th.
   House Bill 15-1163 was yet another failed attempt by Republicans to repeal portions of the “Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act,” (ACA) if and when the comparable federal law requirement under the ACA is repealed by Congress and approved by the president.
   House Bill 15-1073, signed by the Governor on April 10th, allows a driver to challenge (retroactively) a provision in current law whereby the validity of contact with a law enforcement officer and a subsequent arrest for DUI offense during an administrative hearing with the Department of Revenue (DOR). The retroactive challenge applies to administrative hearings in the DOR that predated the provision of law effective with the enactment of House Bill 13-1077 for the purpose of a revocation hearing.
   House Bill 15-1161, postponed indefinitely on March 10th, was somewhat of a different spin on speech, not compelling involuntary speech. The case arose when a New Hampshire couple taped over a license plate slogan “Live Free or Die.” HB 1161 would have prohibited “any remedy that involuntarily requires speech, an artistic act, or a religious act that involved, whether directly or indirectly, participation in or promotion of an ideology, ceremony, creed, behavior, or other practice with which the violator disagrees.”
   House Bill 15-1171, was postponed on March 10th, but had a somewhat of an unusual purpose. The provisions in the bill were that “state and local governments, including individual public officials in their official capacity, must use the least restrictive means of furthering any such compelling interest.” The remedies provided in HB 1171 include damages or an injunction, as well as costs and attorney fees for those persons who believe their exercise of religion is burdened or likely to be burdened. A trial could have been necessary in some cases to “adjudicate the existence of a compelling governmental interest and whether the state has taken the least burdensome course of action.”
   House Bill 15-1175, postponed on April 9th, concerned a prohibition on conversion therapy by physicians specializing in psychiatry and licensed or mental health providers with patients under the age of 18 years. “Conversion therapy” was defined in the bill as “practices that seek to change an individual's sexual orientation or gender identity, including efforts to change behaviors or gender expressions, or to eliminate or reduce sexual or romantic attraction to individuals of the same sex.”
   House Bill 1221, postponed indefinitely on March 26th, concerned parents involved in a child's academic activities and expanded provisions of HB 09-1057 which was due to sunset on September 1, 2015 (that date would have been eliminated). HB 09-1057 allowed a non-supervisory employee to take unpaid leave for the purpose of attending parent-teacher conferences or other specific academic activities.
   House Bill 1165, postponed indefinitely on April 30th, would have created a Subcommittee for the Consideration of the Use of American Indian Mascots by Public Schools in the Colorado Commission of Indian Affairs in the Office of the Lieutenant Governor. The bill had rather stiff penalties –  $25,000 per month for violation once a finding was handed down to cease using a disapproved mascot name which most likely did not sit well with legislators in this time of scarce funds for public schools. Look for this one to show up another day, another time, probably the 2016 legislative session.
   House Bill 15-1240, postponed indefinitely on April 9th, the title of the bill was changed to read “Concerning Reducing Referrals of Public School Students to Law Enforcement.” The bill actually required a policy to be developed as to how school incidents perpetrated by a student against a teacher or school incident were handled to “minimize unnecessary student contacts with law enforcement agencies and courts as disciplinary responses to school incidents.”
   House Bill 15-1234, postponed indefinitely on April 28th, would have created an income tax deduction for taxpayers that lease an agricultural asset, defined as land, crops, livestock, livestock facilities, farm equipment, grain storage, or irrigation equipment, to a beginning farmer or rancher satisfying certain qualifications.
   House Bill 15-1267, signed by the Governor on May 8th, creates an exception to  probation conditions to allow a person on probation to possess and use medical marijuana, unless the person is convicted of an offense related to medical marijuana. Under current law, a person on probation is not permitted to possess or use medical marijuana.
   House Bill 15-1227, postponed indefinitely on April 10th, would have created a state income tax credit for employers to help qualified employees repay their student loans. Needless to say, to qualify for the tax credit employers had to meet significant requirements, including seeking approval from the Office of Economic Development and International Trade.
   House Bill 15-1091, postponed indefinitely on March 26th, would have required judicial districts to develop and implement a policy regarding the use of shackling of a juvenile during a court proceeding. Currently, some judicial districts have a policy in place and some do not.
   House Bill 15-1060 was signed by the Governor on March 20th. HB 1060 imposes certain requirements regarding protection orders in sex offense cases on defendants prior to release on bond, and allows a defendant or prosecuting attorney to request a hearing to modify terms of a protection order issued in unlawful sexual behavior cases.
   Senate Bill 060 was signed by the Governor on May 1st, and concerns the prevention of multiple voter registrations by the same elector. Provisions in the bill allow “the Secretary of State to forward any information obtained from the Division of Motor Vehicles in the Department of Revenue to the appropriate county clerks for the purpose of updating an elector's voter registration.”
   House Bill 1264, postponed indefinitely on April 28, would have created a bill of rights for persons experiencing homelessness. Testimony during the committee hearing was gut wrenching at times, but fell on deaf ears as the City of Denver voiced strong opposition to HB 1264.
   House Bill 1288, was postponed indefinitely on April 29th, but would  have expanded the existing prohibition against profiling by a peace officer and clarified limits on law enforcement activities.  
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
